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Green Bay reps defend levee request
Dallas City
residents fear it
will send flood
waters to them
JOY SWEARINGEN
editor@journalpilot.com

DALLAS CITY, Ill. – A proposal by the Green Bay Drainage District to raise their levee
near Wever, is a concern to
residents around Dallas City,
who fear the raised levee would
put more water on the Illinois
side when the Mississippi
River is at flood stage.
At the regular Dallas City village board meeting Wednesday
night, Dallas City residents got
a chance to learn more about
the plan and question members
of the Green Bay District.
Ron Meller, Rick Kuntz and
Mike Walker, all farmers in the
Green Bay Drainage District,
described their proposal to the
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers.
The Corps has the final approval on the plan.
Introducing the men, Dallas
City Mayor Kevin Six said he

built,” Six said.
“All of us have been through
‘93. We can’t absorb the fact
that you can build up your
levee there and send the water
our way,” he said.
Walker said they had been
working on the process for
three years, with engineering
and hydraulic studies sent to
the Corps for approval.

People from both sides of the
river agreed that the “500-year
flood” term was inaccurate.
“In 1993 we had a ‘500-year
flood’. But in 2008 we saw that
500-year flood level plus 8 percent,” Walker said.
Maps prepared by the Corps
of Engineers showed projected

sholtkamp@dailydem.com

The Fort Madison School
District released footage of
the purported “banana incident,” wherein the middle
school principal, Todd Dirth,
allegedly makes an inappropriate statement to a female
student in front
of the student
body during
an assembly in
2017.
To view the
view, go to the
Daily Democrat’s web site
Dirth
at www.dailydem.com
The video was released
after Tri States Public Radio
and the Pen City Current
submitted for a request for
the public records through
Iowa Code Chapter 22 on
Sept. 24, 2018. The request
was later denied by the
district stating that the
information was “confidential under Iowa Code
section 22.7(11) because it
is personal information
in confidential personnel
records relating to a District
employee.”
A complaint was then filed
by TSPR to the Iowa Public
Information Board (IPIB),
which is charged with resolving potential violations
of Iowa’s open records and
open meeting laws. After
some negotiations through
the month of October, a
settlement was agreed where
TSPR and the Pen City Current were allowed to view
and receive portions of the
video on Nov. 14, 2018.

The Vets Behind Bars incarcerated individual organization
at Iowa State Penitentiary has
been around since 2005. The
group strives to serve as support system for incarcerated
veterans and to give back to
the community both inside and
outside of the prison. There
are fifty verified incarcerated
veterans at ISP, the VBB group
is membership based and is led
by a staff inside sponsor.
Correctional Officer Kris
Newman is the current inside
sponsor of the organization.
Newman served in the Army
SEE VETS , PAGE 5

JEFF HUNT
jhunt@dailydem.com

WEST POINT — Just when
things were on their way to finishing up, the new Dollar General Store, located on the west
side of the town on Highway
103, in West Point stumbled on
a technicality.
According to City Administrator Dennis McGregor, the
problem boils down to whether
the holding company leasing
the property to Dollar General
can annex into West Point city
limits. Apparently, the problem
with the proposed annexation
is only 20 feet wide.
“This has been an ongoing
problem,” McGregor said.

The Barker Group has
purchased The Kingsley
Inn building and there
are hopes it will open
before Jan. 1.

P3
UPGRADES

More improvements
are in the works for
Wilson Lake.
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Most in Warsaw know
of the American
Legion’s Ralph Parker
Post, but few know his
story.
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Correctional Officer Kris Newman is the current inside sponsor of the Vets Behind Bars organization at Iowa State Penitentiary.

WP Dollar General hits a snag
Problem is a
hiccup with
annexation

PURCHASED

SEE LEVEE, PAGE 5

Group gives
$600 to Christmas
for Kids

SKYLER HOLTKAMP

No one should
be alone
or without!
So join us for a
free Thanksgiving
Dinner, with all
the trimmings,
and extra helpings
of companionship.

had received a postcard from
the Corps of Engineers, informing him of work the Green Bay
District wanted to do to raise
their levee four feet above the
500-year flood stage.
“We looked at the 31-page
proposal on line. It included
maps of Niota, Pontoosuc and
Dallas City, showing the effects
of the added water if this is

Vets Behind Bars at ISP

FMCSD
releases
‘banana
video’

SEE VIDEO, PAGE 5
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Mike Walker, center, from the Green Bay Drainage District near Burlington, talks with members of the Dallas City Village Board Wednesday about the proposed increase in their levee
on the west side of the Mississippi River. From left are other Green Bay District members,
Ron Meller and Rick Kuntz. Seated at right are Mayor Kevin Six and village clerk Steve Vorhies.

“We’ve been trying to get them
annexed. We briefly had it done
but then it was denied since
there was a 20 foot piece of
property between Dollar General and the city limits.”
McGregor said now the council has applied
to annex both the
Dollar General
property and the
20 foot piece of
land separating
the Dollar General
property from the
McGregor
city limits.
“Neither portion of property has been annexed yet but we look forward
to both being annexed at the
December meeting,” McGregor
said. “Istead of a one step
process it will be a two step
process but if everything falls
into place we look forward to it
taking place at one meeting in
December.”

McGregor said with any luck
the store will open in mid December but some people have
their doubts.
“We’ve looked at everything
and it may not happen. The
shell of the building is done
but a set of doors has yet to
be installed,” McGregor said.
“It’s going to be a tight, tight
schedule I would guess. But
they may do it.”
In other business:
The West Point City Council
will be applying for a state revolving loan to pay for a lagoon
upgrade. The loan, priced at
$1.5 million, will pay the cost
of a filtration system for the
sewer system.
Finally, the council voted to
allow Christmas decorations
to be installed in the city park.
There will be a Winter Wonderland Wine and Beer Walk on
Dec. 7 from 5 to 8 p. m.

KALYSSA
HANSEN and
her younger sister
Lilliana, won win
titles in the Merry
Christmas Charity
Pageant where
community service is part of the
criteria. Full story
on Page 3.
DEATHS
Alexander Elder, 28,
Keokuk
INSIDE
LEE COUNTY	 2
CITY & REGION
3,5
OPINION
4
AREA NEWS
7
RELIGION
11
BUSINESS
12
CLASSIFIEDS	9-10
COMICS 
8
CROSSWORD
9
OBITUARIES	
5
SPORTS	
6
FIND US!

www.dailydem.com

2018 Community Thanksgiving Dinner

Thanksgiving Day, Nov. 22
11:30 a.m. to 2 p.m.
at Fort Madison High School
2001 Ave. B
Carry-outs welcome 11:30 a.m. to 2 p.m.

Can’t get out to attend? We will deliver!
Volunteers will deliver meals 11:30 a.m. to 2 p.m.
to shut-ins and those without transportation
on Thanksgiving Day, Nov. 22.
Deliveries and transportation
can be arranged by calling 319-371-1277
Please place orders by 5 p.m. Wednesday, Nov. 21.

Free-will donations or
donations for the food pantry
will be accepted —
and appreciated.
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VIDEO: School officials LEVEE: Corps must approve plan, but doesn’t give funds
re-state their support of Dirth
(Continued from Page 1)

(Continued from Page 1)

The footage that was released online shows Dirth
standing in the center of the middle school gymnasium, clad in a yellow banana suit that encompasses his upper torso, with the top of the suit extending beyond his head and the tip protruding between
his knees.
The 46-second clip starts with Dirth attempting
to bounce a basketball between his knees towards
the hoop with his back turned. After purportedly
missing the shot, Dirth walks across the gym floor
towards the student body seated in the bleachers on
the opposite side. Dirth appears to motion towards
a female student seated in the second row, wherein
the student stands up and follows Dirth back across
the gym floor near the out-of-bounds line.
The two stopped near the position where Dirth
stood at the start of the video. The principal appears to reach out for the student’s hand, where she
immediately pulls it back, Dirth then picks up the
bottom part of his suit and holds it up towards the
student. The student turns away and walks back
towards her seat. Dirth then appears to tuck the
bottom of the suit underneath his shirt, where he
then attempts the aforementioned shot.
Various sources have stated that the principal
asked the student to “hold my banana”.
The District also released a statement with the
video that shows their support for Dirth.
“Mr. Dirth has been and continues to be a valued
employee of the Fort Madison Community School
District. In late 2017, the District investigated Mr.
Dirth’s conduct during a school assembly that occurred in December 2017. At the conclusion of the
investigation, the District took appropriate disciplinary action related to the incident.”

flooding on both sides of the river
if the Green Bay Levee is raised,
and the river rises to a 500-year
plus 20 percent level.
“We have never seen the river
that high. These projections
show that we would be flooded on
our side as well,” Walker said.
He explained that in 2008 they
built up the levee three feet from
the “approved” level to hold
back the river. Afterward it was
taken down. In 2012 they built it
up again by three feet, and it has
stayed at that level.
He said the proposal for four
feet on the levee includes current
the three-foot increase.
“We don’t have the $1 million it
would take to build up that extra
foot,” noted Meller. “The Corps
doesn’t give us any money. They
just say yes or no to the plan.”
Robert Durant, mayor of
Pontoosuc, said the height of the
levee across the river makes a
big difference to his town which
has no barrier to the river.
“We have 94 homes and cabins
in Pontoosuc/Rio Vista and over
200 people,” Durand said. In 1993,
the town was flooded up to the
railroad track.
“When your levee broke our
water went down a food and a
half, like right now,” he said.

Craig Beck, owner of Ike’s
Riverfront Tavern in Dallas City,
said, “We are not against progress. We like the fertilizer plant
over there for the jobs. But we
have to protect our homes and

“You raise yours, and
then the next town
raises theirs. Where
does that water go?
When does it end?”
Harold Northup

Hancock County resident

our businesses here on this side
of the river.”
Some residents questioned
whether the increase in the levee
was to encourage expansion by
a fertilizer mill that is in the
district.
Harold Northup noted the problem of raising levees.
“You raise yours, and then the
next town raises theirs. Where
does that water go? When does it
end?” Northup asked.
Henry Rockold has been a fisherman on the river for 50 years.
“The reality of the situation is
that, even if they maintain the

level of the levee just as it is, the
bottom of the river is going to fill
in,” said Rockold. “The river is
going to flood regardless of what
they do over there.”
Jack Curfman, Emergency
Services Disaster Agency coordinator for Hancock County, noted
that the Corps maps that show
flooding were based on nothing
being done on the Illinois side to
fight back the flood.
“If it starts to flood, what do
we do on our side? We don’t just
sit here, we start sandbagging
and build it up a foot or two,”
Curfman said. “I’m not saying
you don’t have concerns. Theirs
(Green Bay) is a permanent
solution. They are trying to be
proactive.”
Kuntz stressed that if their
plan is not approved by the Corps
of Engineers, they may have to
take their levee back down to the
500-year flood level, removing
three feet.
“We would be authorized to go
another foot, but we are trying to
save what we have now.”
Walker added, “What we have
now is where the levee was
pushed up to in 2008, and rebuilt
in 2012. You know where the
river went in ‘08. Did your homes
flood then? That is where we
want to be.”

VETS: Group has long
history of donating to charities
(Continued from Page 1)

from 1985 to 1998 and started his career with the
Department of Corrections in 1999.
“I enjoy working with the Veterans at ISP, it has
a special meaning to me, and we make a difference”
said Newman.
The Vets have a long history of donating to charity. Groups like the Veterans home in Marshalltown, Domestic Violence Shelters as well as Special
Olympics. This holiday season the group decided
to make Christmas brighter for area children with
a $600 donation to the local Christmas for Kids
Organization.

OBITUARIES
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Alexander Maximillian Allen Edler
Alexander “Alex” Maximillian Allen Edler, 28, of
Keokuk, died Saturday, Nov. 10, 2018.
A Celebration of Life will be held on Wednesday,
from 11 a.m. – 2 p.m. at the Southside Boat Club in
Keokuk.

POLICE BRIEFS
ARRESTS & CITATIONS

Kenneth Eugene Denly, 31, Farmington, was arrested at 4:31 a.m. Thursday by Lee County Sheriff
deputies and charged with OWI, second offense. He
was taken to the Lee County Jail.
Delana Ann Crow, 28, Keokuk, was arrested at 12
p.m. Wednesday by Lee County Sheriff deputies on
a warrant charging her with second degree theft.
She was taken to the Lee County Jail.
Frank Jason Blickhan, 43, Ave. O, No. 121, Fort
Madison, was arrested at 2:40 p.m. Wednesday by
Lee County Sheriff deputies on a warrant charging
him with judgment entry/mittimus. He was taken
to the Lee County jail.

ACCIDENTS

At 8 a.m. on Wednesday Lee County Sheriff deputies were called to investigate a traffic accident.
Upon arrival deputies learned that a vehicle was
sitting along the side of the road due to running
out of gas. A second vehicle was called to bring gas.
A third vehicle driven by Christopher Morris, 23,
Keokuk, didn’t see the two vehicles due to his windshield being frosted and hit the second car. There
were no injuries.

BIRTH
KLEINERT – Brooks Matthew Kleinert was born
Tuesday, Nov. 13, 2018, at the FMCH Birthplace,
to Matthew and MacKenzie Kleinert of Keokuk.
Grandparents are David Grogan, and Mark and
Brenda Kleinert, all of Keokuk. Great grandparents
are John and Diana Grogan of Keokuk and the late
John and Evelyn Uhlmeyer.

HAVE A STORY IDEA?

If you have a news item, submit it in written
form to Robin Delaney, Managing Editor, to editor@dailydem.com or mail it to “News Department,” Fort Madison Daily Democrat, P.O. Box
160, Fort Madison, Iowa, 52627. Please include your
name, address and phone number on your news
item.

From left, Tyler French (Lucien P. Smith), Tim Snyder (Norman Bulansky) and Marc Longenecker
(Arnold Wiggins) in a scene where they are all trying to catch a mouse in the Great River Players’
PG-13 rated production, “The Boys Next Door.”

GRP bring powerful message to
stage with ‘The Boys Next Door’
Play opens
tonight at
The Grand
GOLDIE FRANKLIN
Correspondent

KEOKUK – This weekend,
Great River Players is delivering
a powerful message by presenting “The Boys Next Door”, written by Tom Griffin and directed
by the talented Charlie Hayner
IV.
This production dives into the
world of four men who have intellectual disabilities and mental
illnesses. These four men live
under the supervision of an earnest, but increasingly “burned
out”, young social worker. You
will be taken into different
scenes from the daily lives of
these four men, where “little
things” sometimes become
momentous. With moments of
great poignancy and touching effectiveness, we are all reminded
that those who have different
barriers, only want the same
thing as everyone else: to love
and laugh and find some meaning and purpose in the brief time
that they are allotted on this
Earth.
Dramatists Play Service,
Inc. describes each of the four
characters: “Norman works in
a doughnut shop and is unable
to resist the lure of the sweet
pastries. He also takes great

pride in the huge bundle of keys
that dangles from his waist.
Lucien has the mind of a fiveyear-old but imagines that he
is able to read and comprehend
the weighty books he lugs about.
Arnold, the ringleader of the
group, is a hyperactive, compulsive chatterer, who suffers from
deep-seated insecurities and a
persecution complex. Barry,
a brilliant schizophrenic who

REVIEW
is devastated by the unfeeling
rejection of his brutal father,
fantasizes that he is a golf pro.”
As I sat in the theatre watching the dress rehearsal as a
random citizen and newspaper
writer, I was taken on a journey
on the realization of how short
life really is.... and the fact that
everyone deserves happiness,
respect, love and some kind of
purpose. I couldn’t stop watching. We all take so many daily
things for granted. This show
helps us to see that.
Since auditions and rehearsals started for this show, it
is a production that has been
through the ringer and has had
its fair share of unplanned ups
and downs. It’s been a journey.
However, with it being show
time now, each individual role
is absolutely perfectly cast, even
if it’s different than what was
originally planned.
“I saw this production done
almost exactly nine years ago
at the Thespian Festival,” said
Director Charlie Hayner IV. “I

went in to social work, so I have
really been able to relate to the
main character. It’s just TIME
to bring this to the stage.”

SHOW TIMES

Performances are at 7:30 p.m.
Friday and Saturday, Nov. 16-17,
and a 2 p.m. matinee show on
Sunday, Nov. 18. All shows are
performed at the Grand Theatre.
Doors will open 30 minutes prior
to each show.

FOR TICKETS

Tickets purchased in advance
are $12. Tickets purchased
at the door the night of the
show are $13. Tickets can be
purchased at the Box Office or
online at greatriverplayers.com
The show has a rating of PG-13
for strong language and physical
abuse.

CAST & CREW

The cast includes: Merissa
Lewiston (Jack Palmer); Marc
Longenecker (Arnold Wiggins);
Tim Snyder (Norman Bulansky);
Tyler French (Lucien P. Smith);
Phill Dunek (Barry Klemper);
Chantel Hawkins (Sheila);
Norma Gross (Mrs. Fremus);
Shannon Tackes (Mrs. Warren);
Nicole Dupy (Clara); Randy
Whitaker (Mr. Klemper)
Production crew is: Charlie
Hayner IV (DIRECTOR); Angie
Tillman (Producer); Shelley Carr
and Christal Lewiston (Sound
& Lights); Dan Tillman (Stage
Crew); Kris Moser (Prop Mistress); Ben Moser (House Manager)

