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FMPD
apprehends
Swanson
JEFF HUNT
jhunt@dailydem.com

A Fort Madison man
sought as a person of interested in a shooting incident
Saturday has been apprehended.
The Fort Madison Police
Department
reported that
Gary Lee Swanson Jr., 30, of
Fort Madison
had been located and taken
into custody.
The shooting happened
Swanson
Saturday night
in Fort Madison. According to authorities, James
Rhoer, 34, Fort Madison,
was treated and released
for a gunshot wound.
Fort Madison Police
Chief Tim Sittig said
Swanson was a person of
interest but he had fled the
scene.
The police department
had posted Swanson’s
photo on social media,
listing him as “armed and
dangerous.”
Sittig said the police believed him to be still in the
area “because he doesn’t
have anywhere else to go.”
Sittig said he and the victim were acquainted, but
he didn’t know how.
“Most of these cases can
be caused dealing with a
car, money or drugs,” Sittig said.
So Sittig said the police
were trying to find him “so
we can ask him those kinds
of questions.”

SEE RECOUNTS, PAGE 5
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Small Business Saturday
Mistletoe on Main
Street will also be
Saturday
ROBIN DELANEY
editor@dailydem.com

Fort Madison Main Street
merchants will be celebrating
Small Business Saturday and
kicking off the holiday season
all at once this weekend.
The special shopping day was
the brainchild
of American
express and
began nationwide in 2010 as
a counterpart
to Black Friday
and Cyber
Monday, which
tend to feature
Gobble
big box and
e-commerce
stories. Small Business Saturday encourages patrons to shop
at the local brick and mortar
business that are small and
local.
“Each dollar you spend at
independent businesses returns

DAILY DEMOCRAT FILE PHOTO

Carriage rides are just one of the family-fun activities that
make up Fort Madison Main Street’s annual Mistletoe on Main
Street event. Carolers, treats, The Enchanted Forest, bargains and more await patrons 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Saturday in
downtown Fort Madison.

3 times more money to your local economy than one spent at
a chain (almost 50 times more
than buying from an online
mega-retailer) — a benefit we
all can bank on,” says Tim
Gobble, executive director of

Fort Madison Partners. “The
multiplier effect created by
spending locally generates
lasting impact on the prosperity of local organizations and

REHAB

FMHS construction
students will be helping
rehab some properties
in Fort Madison.

P2A

SEE SATURDAY, PAGE 5

FOR TRAILS

PORT receives a grant
from the Alliant Energy
Foundation for local
trails.

INSIDE TODAY
NOTABLE

Recounts
requested in
House Districts
55 and 82
DES MOINES – Recounts
have been requested in the
Iowa House District 55 and
82 elections. House District 55 comprises parts of
Clayton, Fayette and Winneshiek counties. Recounts
were requested in Clayton
and Winneshiek counties
only. Following the official
canvass of votes by all three
counties, Republican Michael Bergan leads Democrat Kayla Koether by seven
votes, 6,919-6912. Koether,
the challenger, requested the
recounts.
House District 82 encompasses all of Davis and Van
Buren counties, and part
of Jefferson County. Republican Jeff Shipley leads
Democrat Phil Miller by 34
votes, 6,111-6,077. Miller, the
incumbent, requested recounts in Jefferson and Van
Buren counties only.
The State of Iowa has no
automatic provision for a recount. However, a candidate
may file for one.
The recounts shall be
conducted in each county by
a three-person board, consisting of a designee of the
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The fish in the koi pond aren’t nearly as bothered by the cold as humans. Iowa State Penitentiary Warden Patti Wachtendorf stands by the newly built koi pond, complete with waterfall,
which is part of the overall landscaping at the relocated state penitentiary. The project was
completed with labor by Iowa State University students and ISP offenders. It was funded by
ISU, and a central Iowa greenhouse donated the plants which will be flourishing next spring.

On golden (koi) pond
ISP gets new
landscaping
donated; ISU
students helped
CHRIS FAULKNER
sports@dailydem.com

The koi pond and the small
waterfall draining into it offer
a stark contrast to the prison
walls, the security cameras
and the barbed wire around
the perimeter of the Iowa State
Penitentiary.
It’s an amenity that was just
completed the first of October,
and for those offenders who
abide by the rules, it can offer a

calming influence at the state’s
maximum security institution.
Any plants and shrubbery
that will bloom in the spring
will also be a part of what is
to be used as a
memorial site.
Since many are
probably asking,
it didn’t cost the
state’s taxpayers
a dime.
Iowa State UniWachtendorf versity provided
the costs of materials, the students provided the
labor along the ISP offenders,
and a greenhouse in central
Iowa donated the plants.

NEW LANDSCAPING

A new penitentiary needed
new landscaping so when the
late Nick Ludwick was warden

at the Iowa State Penitentiary,
he sought input from the Department of Corrections.
Director John Baldwin in
Des Moines went to Iowa State
University professor Julie Stevens for help in planning the
landscaping.
Stevens had created a class
called “Prison Landscaping,”
and students had a planning
session for the facility in Fort
Madison and the women’s
prison in Mitchellville, where
Wachtendorf was warden at the
time.
Ludwick resigned and
eventually died from cancer,
but he had already approved
the recommendations made by
the college students, who had
received input from prison staff
and the offenders.
SEE POND, PAGE 5

KDME, Fort
Madison’s Catholic Radio Station,
marks 15 years on
the air invites the
public to a celebration Saturday, Dec.
1. See Page 3.
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OBITUARIES
Connie Conrad
Connie Conrad, 73, formerly of West Point, died
at 3:06 a.m. Saturday, Nov. 17, 2018, at the University of Iowa Hospitals and Clinics, Iowa City.
She was born Aug. 25, 1945, in Iowa, a daughter of
Joseph and Louise (Mohrfeld) Menke. On June 19,
1965, she married Carl Conrad in St. Paul.
Connie was a graduate of St.
James High School, St. Paul. She
worked several places including
Menke’s Lounge, Salem Stub, and
Fort Madison Community Hospital.
She was a member of Ss. Peter
and Paul Catholic Church, Nauvoo, Ill. She enjoyed baking and
was known for her famous fudge.
She loved her family, especially
her grandkids.
She is survived by two sons, Scott (Tammy)
Conrad of Davenport and Nick (Maribeth) Conrad
of Mechanicsville, Va.; one brother, Mark (Helen)
Menke of Fort Madison; five sisters, Vera Evans of
Sumner, Betty (Marvin) Merschman of Mt. Pleasant, JoAnn Landers of Las Vegas, Nev., Cathy
(Larry) Holtkamp of St. Paul, and Mary Jo (Jim)
Koller of Donnellson; four grandchildren, Garrett
(Tara) Conrad, Riley Conrad, Maxwell Conrad, and
Cooper Conrad; numerous nieces, nephews, cousins; and special friend, Tom Wilken, and their dog,
Benny.
She was preceded in death by her parents and
husband; three brothers, Carl Menke, Robert “Peanuts” Menke and David Menke; five sisters, Marcella Kempker, Doris Kempker, Floreen Fuerman,
Delores Bohnenkamp and Miriam Holtkamp.
Her family will greet friends 4-6 p.m. Sunday,
Nov. 25, at St. James Catholic Church, St. Paul,
where a Christian Wake Service will begin at 6 p.m.
Sunday. Mass of Christian Burial will be 10:30 a.m.
Monday, Nov. 26, at the church, with Reverends
Apo Mpanda, Tom Szydlik and Bruce DeRammelaere as ConCelebrants. A private burial will be at
St. James Cemetery, St. Paul.
In lieu of flowers, a memorial has been established for the Elliott Test Kitchen. Contributions
may be left at the church or mailed to the BarrHoltkamp Funeral Home, P.O. Box 247, West Point,
Iowa 52656.
Online condolences to the Conrad Family may be
made at the Barr-Holtkamp Funeral Home website,
www.barrholtkampfuneralhome.com.

Ted R. McSparen
Ted R. McSparen, 68, of Lomax, Ill., died at 9:39
p.m. Friday, Nov. 16, 2018, at the University of Iowa
Hospitals and Clinics, Iowa City.
A private graveside service will be held at Crane
Cemetery at a later date.

Wayne Edward Whitmore
Wayne Edward Whitmore, 75, of Montrose, died
Sunday, Nov. 18, 2018, at the Montrose Health Center in Montrose.
A Gathering of Remembrance will be for family
and friends from 2-4 p.m., Friday at the Montrose
United Methodist Church in Montrose.
A private family burial will be held at the Montrose Cemetery.

CALENDAR
Homemade, hand-rolled tacos and enchiladas will be served 5-7:30 p.m. Tuesday, Nov. 20, at
the Fort Madison Eagles Club. Call 372-6928 for
carryouts.
LCHD office will be closed Nov. 22-23 for the
Thanksgiving holiday.
Lighted Parade begins at 6:30 p.m. Friday, Nov.
23, in downtown Fort Madison.
The Enchanted Forest, located in the newly
remodeled Lee County Bank building, 803 Ave, G,
will open Friday, Nov. 23, after the Lighted Parade.
RiverFest Black Friday will be held 7-10 p.m.
Friday, Nov. 23, at the Fort Madison Elks Lodge,
718 Ave. H, Fort Madison.
Mistletoe on Main Street with carolers, carriage
rides and more will be held in conjunction with
Small Business Saturday 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Saturday, Nov. 24, in downtown Fort Madison.
The Enchanted Forest at Lee County Bank will
open 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Saturday with Santa making
an appearance 10 a.m. to 12 p.m.
Book-signing and sale of the “Elliott Test Kitchen Young Chefs” cookbook will be held 11 a.m. to
2 p.m. Saturday, Nov. 24, at the Test Kitchen, 807
Ave. G, Fort Madison.

CORRECTION
The annual Wine and Beer Walk in Fort Madison
is an event held each year by Fort Madison Main
Street.

RECOUNTS: Board will
decide how it will be done
(Continued from Page 1)

candidate requesting the recount, a designee of the
apparent winning candidate, and a person chosen
jointly by those members. The board can decide
whether the ballots will be recounted by hand or by
voting equipment. Recounts are open to the public.
The time and locations of the recounts in each
county is yet to be determined.

PORT lands Alliant Foundation grant
Funds will be used
for Phase 3 of the
trail system
PORT (Promoting Outdoor
Recreation Trails) of Fort Madison received a $1,500 grant from
the Alliant Energy Foundation.
This grant request was made for
Phase III of the PORT trails.
“On behalf of the Alliant Energy Foundation, we’re thrilled
to support your organization’s
work. Thank you for making
our communities better places to
live and work – places where our
customers can grow and thrive,”
said Julie Bauer, Executive
Director, Alliant Energy Foundation.
Phase III of the PORT trails
will connect the Baxter Sports
Complex with Fort Madison
Community Hospital and is
slated to be completed by fall of
2019.
“We are grateful for the
support of the Alliant Energy
Foundation and all of the organizations and individuals who
continue to support the work of
PORT. We are excited to begin
work on Phase III - continuing
to connect Fort Madison with

COURTESY PHOTO

PORT Committee Member Angie Budnik (left) accepts a check for
$1,500 from the Alliant Energy Foundation from Nancy Snaadt,
account manager for Alliant Energy. The money will be used for
Phase III of the PORT trails.
PORT of Fort Madison operrecreational trails,” said Angie
ates as a subcommittee under the
Budnik, PORT Committee memParks & Recreation Department
ber.
of the City of Fort Madison with
The Ugly Sweater run Sunthe mission to improve and proday, Dec. 2, at noon, is the next
mote the walkability, run-ability
fundraising event for the PORT
and bike-ability of Fort Madison.
trails. More information and
For more information, contact
registration forms can be found
Rachel Benda 319-371-5804.
on the PORT of Fort Madison
Facebook page.

SATURDAY: Photos can be taken with ‘North Pole Express’
(Continued from Page 1)

residents.”
Further, Gobble, says shopping
local creates local jobs and boosts
local charities.
“Not only do independent
businesses employ more people
directly per dollar of revenue,
they also are the customers of local printers, accountants, wholesalers, farms, attorneys, etc.,
expanding opportunities for local
entrepreneurs,” adds Gobble.
“Small businesses donate more
than twice as much per sales
dollar to local non-profits, events,
and teams compared to big businesses.
But supporting smaller, local
businesses will be just one of the
perks of Saturday’s shopping
holiday.
The annual Mistletoe on Main
Street holiday open house will
also be held Saturday in the
downtown Main Street District.
Between 10 a.m. and 2 p.m., the
holiday spirit will shine bright as
stores offer holiday savings and

tasty treats for customers. While
searching for that one special
gift, other family members and
friends can ring in the holiday
season with Mistletoe on Main
Street activities.
Local carolers will line the
streets, horse-drawn carriage
rides in the historic downtown
district will be offered and photos
can be taken with the “North
Pole Express” train engine.
Tickets for the horse-drawn
carriage rides are $2 per person
and can be purchased at Dawgs &
Divas, 707 9th Street, during the
event.
For details on specific specials
and bargains from local Main
Street merchants, check out
the advertisements on pages
2B and 3B of this edition of the
Daily Democrat, or check out
the “Mistletoe on Main Street”
Facebook page.
As if deals, treats, carolers,
carriage rides and carolers aren’t
enough to make Saturday special,
The Enchanted Forest will be
added to the mix.

Located in the newly remodeled Lee County Bank at 803 Ave.
G, the Enchanted Forest will
feature 20 plus decorated trees. It
will open Friday night after the
Lighted Parade, but will be open
Saturday 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. during
Mistletoe on Main Street.
The Enchanted Forest will also
be open for viewing 1-4 p.m. on
Dec. 1, Dec. 8, Dec. 15 and Dec. 22
– with Santa being there 2-4 p.m.
Making Mistletoe on Main
Street possible, event organizers
wish to thank Premier Sponsor
Dollhouse Dreams and Carriage
Sponsor Cure Solutions. This
event is also sponsored by Connection Bank, Casebine Credit
Union, Pilot Grove Savings Bank,
Dawgs & Divas, Small Business
Saturday, North Lee County Historical Society, and Fort Madison
Main Street.
Proceeds from the event will
benefit Fort Madison Main
Street, an affiliate of Fort Madison Partners, and will help to
further downtown revitalization
efforts.

POND: Beautification project didn’t cost taxpayers a dime
(Continued from Page 1)

Wachtendorf said the planning
stages were done when Ludwick
retired, and when she took over
at the institution where she was
once a correctional officer, she
said, “Let’s do it.”
Mitchellville has an outdoor
classroom, and ISP has the pond
and waterfall.
She sees it as a “win-win” for
both the students who took part
in the planning and building, and
the offenders who will have something pleasant to look at along
with the reminder that they’re
being isolated from society.
“It’s a practical experience for
the college students,” said Wachtendorf, who observed some of
the students were nervous about
the idea of working with offenders.
But after “they talked to and
interacted with the inmates, it
changed their views of the inmates. They see them as human
beings.”

NOT ALL WILL APPROVE

“I fully understand not everyone agrees with this,” Wachtendorf said of the choice to add a
more decorative touch than just
plants and shrubs.
“We have people who think
convicts should just get bread
and water,” she said. “Then there
are those who don’t think there
should be prisons at all.
“I’m in the middle,” Wachtendorf said. “I think people should
be treated respectfully.”
She notes that, as with the
other few perks at ISP, offenders

must be on good behavior.
“We balanced security, safety
and putting in the human aspect,” she said.
She said maintenance worker

their view, including one who was
part of the installation crew.
“It was fun to do,” he said,
“and taking care of it.”
He also liked the initial pro-

“We have people who think convicts should just
get bread and water. Then there are those who
don’t think there should be prisons at all. I’m
in the middle. I think people should be treated
respectfully.”
Patti Wachtendorf

Warden of Iowa State Penitentiary

Andy Krogmeier supervised the
construction.
Wachtendorf said the win-win
starts with the benefits of the students and finishes with benefits
for the offenders as well as the
prison employees.
“It’s a soothing environment,”
Wachtendorf said. “It’s a beautiful area.”
It’s located next to the prison’s
Assisted Daily Living facility, so
some of the older residents don’t
have to go far to enjoy the view.
The memorial portion is still
in the works, but Wachtendorf
pointed out that the longerterm offenders and lifers will
experience the death of loved
ones outside the walls, and this
would offer a place to grieve and
remember.

OFFENDER’S VIEW

A couple of the offenders offered

cess of working with the college
students.
“They didn’t treat us any different,” he said. “It was an open
table discussion with the professors and the students. They
asked for input on a lot of different things.”
He said for the older offenders
in the ADL, “It gives them someplace to go without having to be
outside at the yard.
“It’s better than staring at the
walls and barbed wire all the
time. This is a depressing place.
It picks you up.”
Another offender said, “It’s
relaxing. When you hear the
water running you don’t think of
prison. You forget where you’re
at.”
Walking across the grounds,
“It gives you something to look
forward to. I like watching the
fish.”

